Age 46}               Wavelets from Waterloo                  [1815
of battle seemed to pour into him a fresh stream of living
.energy. Passionately as he hated war, there is no doubt
that he entered a super strata of existence whilst waging it,
and touched the apex of all his powers.
The Duke's army after the battle bivouacked upon the
field of Quatre Bras, whilst he himself slept at Genappe;
but shortly after daylight on the following day he was back
amongst his troops again.
- His first anxiety was to get into communication with the
Prussian army, for though he knew they had been in action
on the previous day, he was not certain of their present
whereabouts, nor of Bliicher's intentions. He therefore sent
his aide-de-camp, Colonel Gordon, over to Ligny with two
squadrons of Hussars to investigate, and whilst waiting for
news walked about in conversation with various of his officers.
At length Gordon returned, and whispered to his Chief
that the field of Ligny was deserted and the Prussians in
retreat, whereupon the Duke,
without the least change of countenance gave him some orders . . .
then turned round . . . and said, " Old Bliicher has had a damned good
licking and gone back to Wavre eighteen miles. As he has gone back
we must go too. I suppose in England they will say we have been
licked. I can't help it, as they are gone back, we must go too." He
made all the arrangements for retiring without moving from the spot
on which he was standing [says Captain Bowles, who was present],
and it certainly did not occupy him five minutes.1
Then whilst his army got into movement he lay down
upon the ground, covered his head with a newspaper, " and
appeared to fall asleep*'.2
With the exception of a cavalry affair, the army was allowed
to retreat in peace and by six o'clock in the evening had
arrived on the position of Waterloo, where they bivouacked
for the night.
1 Malmesbury Correspondence, VoL 77, p. 446*
2  Waterloo Letters^ p. 164.
354